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Spelman College Board of Trustees 
350 Spelman Lane, S.W.  
Atlanta, Georgia 30314-4399 
 
October 19, 2012 
 
Dear Spelman College Board of Trustees member: 

 
On behalf of the Spelman Student Government Association 
(SSGA), I would like to thank you for reading the fall 2012 SSGA 
report. Oftentimes   students   question,   “What   has   Student  
Government   done   for  me?”      In   the   following   pages,   we   hope   to  
address that question and provide you with a snapshot of all of the 
initiatives that the Student Government has been a part of this year.   
 
 
I must say we started the year off extremely ambitious. The theme 

for   this   year’s   SSGA is “Strengthen the Infrastructure of Student Advocacy.” We 
communicate this theme throughout our SSGA education sessions, House of 
Representative Meetings, as well as our SAFAC meetings.    
 
Innovative thinking fused with novel and creative approaches with a steady passion for 
our initiatives has been the guiding philosophy for SSGA this academic year. Our goal 
for this year is to ensure that students feel empowered to voice their opinions about the 
campus climate and their Spelman experiences.   
 
We are still instituting the SSGA Proposal Form, which is available at each house of 
representative meeting, the student government office as well as online at 
www.spelmansga.com. Once students complete the proposal form, SSGA is responsible 
for forwarding the concern to the appropriate office. 
 
We have taken great pride in supporting the   college’s administration in advancing 
Spelman forward during this remarkable period of growth and success.  I look forward to 
the impact that the 2012-2013 Student Government Administration will have on the 
student body in the year to come.  
 
 
Sincerely yours for our Spelman,  
 
 
 
Anita C. Foster 
Spelman Student Government Association President 
 
 

http://www.spelmansga.com/
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Spelman Student Government Association 
 Fall Board Report 

October 2012  
 

I. Transparency and Communication 
 
SSGA would like to thank the Board of Trustees Chairperson, Rosalind 
Brewer for working with SSGA and assisting us with our Transparency and 
Communications initiative. On September 3, 2012 Chairperson Brewer sent 
an informative email to the student body educating students of conversations 
and happenings among climate changes on campus. Through twitter and 
interpersonal  interactions  with  students,  students  said  they  “felt  informed”  and  
are  “excited  about  future  installations  around  campus.”  
 
SSGA continues the tradition of open meetings to all students. All minutes 
from every meeting is uploaded to the official SSGA website at 
www.spelmansga.com. SSGA also heavily relies on social media outlets such 
as Twitter and Facebook to get the word out. Since last year, our Twitter 
follower account has doubled. 
 
First Year Liaisons: SSGA has instituted four additional first year liaison 
positions since last year. These members act as direct representatives to the 
first year class on behalf of SSGA.  There is one First Year Liaison assigned 
to each first year residence hall. Part of their role is to schedule times for 
SSGA to visit the first year residence halls and speak with residents about 
campus concerns. SSGA’s  first  hall  meeting is scheduled at the end of this 
month. 

 
II. Financial Support 

 
SSGA Scholarships: SSGA partnered with the Office of Student Affairs and 
The Financial Aid Office to strengthen the review process to further ensure 
students in need are receiving funds. Under the leadership of Chelsea 
Williams, 2011-2012 Secretary of Business and Finance, we have provided 
Parking, Book & Aramark Dining scholarships in a timely manner. To ensure 
proper scholarship allocation and meet students’ needs early, students are now 
asked to apply for scholarships the semester prior and are provided the 
scholarship at the beginning of the semester. Shelbi Augustus, 2012-2013 
Secretary of Business and Finance, will begin this process in late November 
2012 for Spring 2013 scholarship recipients.  
 

http://www.spelmansga.com/
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SAFAC: This program was initiated for Spelman College Registered Student 
Organizations to receive financial support. Under the leadership of Shelbi 
Augustus, 2012-2013 Secretary of Business and Finance, SSGA now grants 
students monthly access to their SAFAC funds. This new system is useful for 
organizations to keep track of their funds and utilize to plan activities.  
 
Financial Literacy: In SAFAC sessions, Professionals meet with the 
treasurers of Registered Student Organizations to ensure long lasting financial 
literacy. On October 11, 2012 representatives from Wells Fargo Bank spoke 
with organization treasurers to provide a medium of money management 
understanding to best prepare for personal and professional achievement.  
 

III. Capacity Building and Legitimacy Expansion 
 
This year SSGA seeks to strengthen the relationship between our organization 
and registered student organizations alike. We believe by ways of supporting 
and collaborating with organizations it improves the sisterly climate on 
campus and provides structure whereby depleting over-programming.    
 
President’s Cabinet: This  year  is  the  inaugural  year  for  the  President’s  
Cabinet. Presidents of all organizations are invited to monthly meetings with 
the President  of  SSGA  to  essentially  engage  in  a  ‘president  to president 
dialogue’  discussing an array of topics.  Such topics include organizations 
developing a collective strategy to improve student leadership, leaders 
learning from fellow leaders, organization branding, team maintenance and 
task delegation.   
 
House of Representatives: The House of Representatives is  SSGA’s  
legislative body therefore proposal writing has been placed back in these 
representatives’ hands.  

 
 

IV. SSGA leads Election Season Efforts in 2012 
 
In height of the national election season, SSGA has led a total of ten voter 
registration drives throughout the Spelman community. Considering the large 
number of out of state student voters, SSGA also provided individual 
assistance for absentee applications daily (http://www.spelmansga.com/vote-
absentee.html). We provided a venue to view the Republican and Democratic 
National Conventions.  We also hosted coverage for the Presidential and Vice 
Presidential Debates and will proceed with the final debate coverage on 
October 22, 2012. The culminating event will be the AUC Election Lock In 
where students, faculty and staff from the Atlanta University Center 
institutions come together to weigh in on the results of the 2012 presidential 
election. Three key demographics --young, African-American, and women 
voters  will  “lock-in”  at  Spelman  College  to  watch  the  culmination  of  the  2012  
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presidential election. Hosted by the Office of Student Life and Engagement, 
The Office of Communications, Spelman Student Government Association, 
and the Young Democrats of America, appearances  will  be  made  by  who’s  
who in entertainment, local and state government and other special guests. 

 
HBCUnified: This year an unique coalition of approximately 45 HBCUs came 
together with a common interest of exchanging information, building 
meaningful partnerships, finding subsequent solutions, and most importantly 
galvanizing efforts to register students on their campus to vote. This coalition 
was  built  by  the  National  Association  of  Student  Activities  Professionals’  
(NASAP) Student Leadership Institute. Formed in the summer of 2012, since 
that time several social networking groups and phone conferences have been 
facilitated adopting the name of the HBCUnified coalition. Student 
Governments from across the nation come together in a collaborative effort to 
promote social, political, cultural and economic awareness on issues that 
pertain to young adults of African-American descent. Spelman’s  Student  
Governance actively participates in this coalition. The current endeavor is the 
‘Voter  Pledge’  initiative, which encourages students to vote in November. 
Indicated  on  voter  ‘pledge  cards,’  students  are  encouraged  to  educate  
themselves on issues, invite a friend to the polls with them and to confirm 
their voter precinct prior to going to the polls.  
 
The presidential elections have been branded throughout the campus and 
virally by using the twitter hash tags: #SpelmanVote2012 and #HBCUnified. 
Current students, alumnae, as well as faculty have been engaged with election 
regalia such as t-shirts, buttons and other paraphernalia.  
 

 
V. Board of Trustees Receptions with Students 

 
A total of 45 invited student leaders and ambassadors will attend dinner and 
luncheon receptions with the Board of Trustees October 18, 2012 and October 
19, 2012.  
 

VI.   Student State of the College 
 
On October 10, 2012, SSGA  hosted  a  ‘State  of  the  College’  inviting  students  
from various disciplines to engage in a dialogue with President Tatum. 
Among a crowd of approximately 100 students, President Tatum gave a brief 
presentation of the state of Spelman. Students then followed up with questions 
from various topics such as academic concerns, college affordability, and even 
President  Tatum’s  role  at the college.   

 
 
 
 

http://www.spelman.edu/student-life/student-life-and-engagement
http://www.spelman.edu/student-life/student-life-and-engagement/student-government
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VII. SGA Alcohol Awareness Week  
 
Throughout the week of October 17-19, 2012, SSGA is hosting an Alcohol 
Awareness week. SSGA will ask students to complete engaging quizzes to 
test student’s knowledge of hazardous possibilities and safety tactics 
while inebriated. By the close of the first event of the week, SSGA 
collected 181 completed quizzes from students. The week is full of 
education initiatives with hopes to keep Spelman students vigilant and 
safe throughout their college experience. An item provided by SSGA to 
promote the week included bottles of water with SSGA sponsored labeled 
namely  called  “Leadership  Liquid,” which served as a reminder to make 
positive and safe choices during the upcoming Homecoming festivities. 
 
 

VIII. Spelman Student and Alumnae Connections 
 
In collaboration with the Spelman College Office of Alumnae Affairs, SSGA 
transported students 25 students and 25 alumnae to the Alliance Theater on 
September 23, 2012 for a viewing of the play “What  I  Learned  in  Paris”  
written by Spelman alum, Pearl Cleage. Students were given the opportunity 
to engage in discourse with alumnae of similar career interest who are located 
in the greater Atlanta area.  
 

       
Respectfully submitted by, 
 

 
     Anita C. Foster,  C’2013 
    Student Government Association President 

 
 


